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owards the end of December 1957, and in the beginning of January 1958, an Internationd Idamic Colloguium washdd in
TLahoreunder the auspices of the Punjab Universty in which alarge number of distinguished and noted scholars of the

Mudim world and Western countries took part. Quite afew outstanding Ulamaof the Middle Eagt were there to represant
the countries to which they belonged. Thiswriter could nat reech Lahore in time despite having recaived an invitetion to
paticipate. He did reach Lahore, but after the Colloguium had terminated and found thet the points raised during the Colloquium
continued to be debated by the people. What was being particularly gppreciated was the foroeful advocacy of Idam, and the
heart-warming expresson of their rdigious loyaty by the representatives of Syriaand Egypt.

The scholarswho had come from Egypt, Syriaand Iraq to participate in the conference showed consderable keennessto
collect correct information about the fundamentd bdliefs and doctrines of Qadianiam, the wel-known rdigious movement of India
and Pakigan. This curiosity on their part was judtified and naturd. For, it isin this part of the world that Qadianiam was born and
grew up. Hence, from here done authentic meterid and information could be procured. The Pakigtani and Indian friends of these
guess fet the exigence of a serious gap: the absence of any book on the subject in present-day Arabic which could be presented
to them. It was owing to this feding thet when the writer reached Lahore he was ordered by his spiritud teecher and guide, Hazrat
Maulana Abdul Qadir Raipuri, to write abook on this subject in Arabic.

During histripsto the Middle Eagt and stay in Egypt and Syriathe writer had himsdf fdt the need of such awork, but the
ubject failed to capture hisimagination. The subject was, on the whole, out of tune with his academic taste and temperament.
Despite his repested efforts, the writer did not succeed in forcing himsdf to sudy any of Mirza Ghulam Ahmad'swritings. Hence,
when he undertook the tagk, he hed little familiarity with the subject. But the demand had been mede from a personege the
compliance of whose wish isamatter of degpest spiritud stifaction, and this enabled the writer to devote himsdif to athorough
sudy of Qadianism. Within afew days the room where the writer wias staying at Lahore changed into afull-fledged library on
Qadianism. Thework then garted in right eernest and for one month the writer remained so degply immersed in the subject thet
helog dmog dl touch with the outside world and hed his mind free for no other subject in the world.

Thewriter's mentd framework being thet of astudent of higory, he launched upon hisintdlectud journey from the very
beginning of the movement and went ahead urveying every dagein its progress and deve opment. The writer's observations,
therefore, moved dong the lines through which the Qadianism hed passed during its course of deveopment. This goproach helped
the writer to gragp the red nature of the Qadiani Movemert, its gradud evolution, and its mativating factors. This gpproach
uncovered a number of agpects which would have remained hidden otherwise. The writer ddved deep into the writings of the
founder of this movement, Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Qadiani himsdlf, and it is through this firgt hand source that he hes tried to arrive
a an unprgudiced conduson, trying to maintain the detachment of a higtorian in repect of the message, the moverment, and the
precticad achievement of Qadianiam. The result of this sudy, has been published in the form of d-Qadiani wad-Qedianiyet in
Arabic.

After the book had been prepared, Hazrat Maulana Abdul Qadir ordered for itstrandation in Urdu. Since actud excerptsin
Urdu were required for the Urdu edition, an entire library of books was reguired once again and since it was available only in
Lahore, anather trip was made, after which this book was rendered into Urdu. This Urdu edition should better be regarded asan
independent work because a number of vauable additions and maodifications have been made during the process of its
preparation.

For sometime literature on controversd rdligious subjects has hed a peculiar languege and tyle, 0 much so thet this
language and style have cometo be regarded as part and parcd of rdigiouswritings. The writer has not consdered himsdlf bound
by that palemical tradition. The book has been written with historical sobriety rather than a controversdists enthusiaam. Thiswill
perhgps disgppoint those who have been used to polemica writings. For thisthe writer offers no gpology. The dass of people for
whom it has been written and the purpose which actuated its writing did not warrant any other Syle of expresson.

Thewriter thanks dl thase friends and well-wishers who have been a source of guidance in the study of the subject, provided
him with the materid nesded for writing this book and for providing al possble fadlities for the completion of the work. If this
book servesIdam in any way, dl such people shareitsreward.

The writer wishes to impress on his reeders one thing: Wisdom reqires that a person should refrain from risking even such a
trivia thing as onés monetary savings, and one should be careful in choodng the people to whom these are to be entrugted. If



wisdom demands such precautionsin worldly &fairs it should not be difficult to guess what atremendous amount of precaution
should be exercised in the matter of faith on which depends a person's salvaion and hisfdicity in the eemd life of the Heredfter.
Itisevident thet in such ametter one should exercise the extreme precaution; one should try to use ones discretion to the utmogt,
and to divest onedf of dl emationd predilections worldly attachments and materid interests. This book, through its authentic and
sysemdicaly arranged information obtained from the Satements and writings of the founder of Qadianiam himsdf and through
authenttic higtoricd information about the movement, can prove of hdp to many a person to arrive & an intdligent gppreciation of
Qadianiam.

Conclusions

*  Oredf theillusons about Qadianism isthat its emergence merdy signifies the addition of one more sect to the large number
of dready exiding sectarian and jurigtic schools of Idam, and that the followers of Qadianiam are, & the mogt, anew sect.
Thus, Qadianiamis nat a unigue phenomenon in the higtory of Mudim sects and schools

A careful dudy of Qadianiam isbound to shatter thisilluson and to force upon every far-minded sudent the condusion
thet Qadianismisardigion by itsdf, and the Qadianis a sgparate community (Ummeah), pardld to Idam and the Ummeh of
Idam.

*  Among the different anti-ldam movements which have aisen in our higory, Qedianism is unique. For, if ather movements hed
been directed againg Idam as awhole, Qadianiam is a congpiracy which is specificaly directed againg the Prophethood of
Muhammead (peace be on him), and chdlengesthefindity of 1dam and the unity of Mudims By repudiating the findlity of
prophethood, Qadianiam obliterated the very borderlines which didinguished this Ummih from dl other.

»  Moreover, it isdso to be noted that the Mirzaraisad the sandard of his prophethood and declared dl those who did not
acogpt hisdam as Kédfirsin aMudim world which was dready torn by dissenson. By so doing, however, the Mirzaraised
aniron wal between himsdf and the Mudims On the one 9de of thiswall there are afew thousand followers of the Mirza,
and on the ather Sdeisthe rest of the Mudim world which gretches from Morocoo to Chinaand has greet persondlities,
virtuous movements of reform, and vaueble inditutions They stand isolated from and oppasad to the whole of thisworld.
Thus he unnecessaxily added to the difficulties of Mudims, further aggravated their disunity and added anew complication to
the problems facing them.

The Mirza has made no worthwhile contribution to the intdlectud and rdigious heritage of Mudims which would call

for his recognition and because of which he might deserve the gratitude of the present generation of Mudims Nor did heinitiste a

broad-based movement for the revivd of 1dam which could profit the Mudims asawhale, nor hdp Mudimsto solve any of the

mgjor problems facing them, nor did his movement contain any message for the contemporary dvilization which isin the grips of
mgor crigsand isinterlocked in alife and deeth sruggle. Nor can he even be credited with any Sgnificant achievement visawvis
the expangon of Idam dther in Indiaor Europe. His message remained addressed to the Mudims and of necessity could only leed
to mentd confusion and unnecessary religious souabbles within the Mudim community. If the Mirza can be conddered successful,
itisonly in o far as he bequeathed to hisfamily the legacy of siritud leedership and worldly prosperity, thelegacy of akind of
theocracy in which respect heis comparable to the Agha Khan and his ancegtors.
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